
Enjoy the perspective of several different individuals
involved with the purchase, evaluation, 
debris removal, architectural planning, 

& meticulous restoration of this 
architecturally significant Eastlake house. 



1873 Queen Anne Eastlake style house
207 Carpenter Avenue

Built by either Charles (son) or Theodore (father) Edwards 

The Eastlake style is named after English designer Charles Eastlake, whose trend 
setting book, "Hints on Household Taste in Furniture Design, Upholstery and 
Other Details"  reflected his dislike of the overly ornate Rocco Revival and 
Renaissance Revival styles popular during the Victorian era. Although the Eastlake  
style is technically considered Victorian, being briefly popular from 1870-1890, it 
breaks away from the excessive high relief carving, classical elements and numerous 
curves of other styles produced during this time frame and instead emphasized low 
relief carvings,mouldings, incised lines, geometric ornaments, and flat surfaces.

Manufacturers in the United States used the drawings and ideas in the book to 
create mass-produced Eastlake Style or Cottage furniture and architects and 
carpenters adapted the style for cottages, as well as mansions, throughout the US.  
Since this time period coincided with religious revivalism, there is an abundance of 
Eastlake houses in religious campground communities.
The geometric ornaments, spindles, low relief carvings, and incised lines were 
designed to be affordable and easy to clean;[1]nevertheless, many of the designs 
which resulted were artistically complex.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastlake_Movement#cite_note-1




Mr. Frank Kraus was the original owner.   Additional owners 
were the Rosenbrooks, the Lawlesses, Howard North and the 
William Hogarth (1926-2001) family, who lived in the house 
until the house was sold to the Knierims in March 2006 and 
six months later to Frank Scavone.

Peter Fleishman, general contractor,
William Wall, architect, &
Frank Scavone, serial house restorer, 

will each give his perspective on the restoration of this fanciful Eastlake style house.  Mr. Scavone purchased 
the nearly architecturally untouched home in serious disrepair.  Each of our speakers will describe his 
involvement with the project including the evaluation, debris removal, architectural planning and restoration 
of the house with its richly detailed original woodwork. 

  



Peter Fleishman, co-owner, 
Peter Fleishman General Contracting (PFGC)

Before photographs by Cecilia Wheeler



BEFORE PHOTOS-  
August 2009



BEFORE PHOTOS

WHERE 
DID I PUT 
THE FANTASTIC
CLEANER?



ANOTHER KITCHEN SHOT



MORE 
BEFORE 
INTERIOR
SHOTS



MORE 
BEFORE 
PHOTOS



Liz Knierim in a third floor 
room after many dumpster
load of possessions had 
been removed.  

Liz hoped to use this room as 
a studio.

Note the high ceilings and
the unusual trapezoidal 
windows.



While some may shudder 
seeing a bathroom in such 
a state; old house lovers 
often see an opportunity 
to restore a house without 
having to spend money 
ripping out inappropriate
but poorly executed 
renovations.



Bill Wall, R. A., P.C.
Architect
President at William J. Wall, R.A. , P.C. 

New York Institute of Technology-Old Westbury
B.S. Architecture



Typical exuberant Eastlake detailing- 

spindles,
applied
geometric
flat 
sawn
trim,
rosettes,
dentils...





porte-cochère. 
French: “coach gate"; also called a "carriage porch") is the 
architectural term for a roofed structure built over the 
driveway to the entrance of a building through which a horse 
and carriage (or motor vehicle) can pass in order for the 
occupants to alight under cover, protected from the weather.

This unusual porte-cochere features a second story “sleeping 
porch.”  These were in the days before air conditioning, 
when a porch off a bedroom provided a comfortable place to 
sleep on sweltering summer night. Many such sleeping 
porches were enclosed in the mid 20th century, sacrificed by 
homeowners willing to trade historic character for interior 
square footage.

We are lucky to have this original Victorian feature restored  
with such integrity.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Architecture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Architecture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carriage


More Eastlake 
detailing-
 
flared columns
supporting
the porte cochere; 
turned
porch posts,
geometric applied 
mouldings.



Eastlake 
detailing- 

note the
elaborate 
applied
mouldings 
on the
bay window 
and the 
unusual extended
eaves on the 
gable ends.



Frank Scavone, 
President, CBRE  Capital Partners, 
serial house restorer, 
and wine merchant.

Mr. Scavone also recently restored another 
Sea Cliff Landmark, 
the Gothic 1865 " Old Brown Homestead" house
on Prospect Avenue just south of Sea Cliff Avenue.



STRIPPING  OFF MANY LAYERS OF PAINT



Standing 
seam 
copper 
roofing 

is put on the
stripped &
primed
building.



A truly
inspiring
restoration.



Another
shot
of the
restoration.



Formal Entry

features restored 
wainscoting,
door casings,
newel posts,
and elaborate
parquet floors.  



Restored front door and woodwork. 



Front Parlor & family room. 



Dining room.  
Frank replaced the 
multi-colored glass
with all red glass for a 
pop of color inside 
and out.  The landscaping 
also features the same 
shade of red for continuity.



New kitchen has vintage feel.



Second story 
bay window after
clean-out but
before
restoration.

Note the original
glass colors.



Second story 
bay window 
becomes a stunning
alcove for a beautiful 
claw
foot bathtub in the 
master bedroom.
 
Ask Frank about the Sports 
Illustrated swimsuit models...



Second Floor
Gentleman’s Study



Third floor
guest bedroom



Third Floor
Bedroom



Note the 
“before condition”
 
of the
sleeping porch
with moss
growing on the 
roof and the plywood 
covering the hole in the 
floor…  while 
awaiting the 
next slide showing 
the restored porch.



The elaborate Eastlake 
detailing 

is especially
evident
on the restored
sleeping 
porch with a 
dizzying
display of
turned balusters,
rosettes, arched 
brackets, and 
elaborate newel 
posts.



Details



Details



Details



Details
Details



Details



Details



Holiday Party @

Rob & Irene Kenney’s home
     “The Connor Cottage”
                    18 17th Avenue
Friday, December 6, 2013
@ 7:30 pm- 10:00 pm

Bring an appetizer, entree,  or dessert.   Paid members only!



Sea Cliff Landmarks Association
President: Leslie Guerci
Vice-President: Robin Maynard
Treasurer: Damian DiPaolo
Secretary: Deborah Fossett
Trustees:
Sheila Wenger
Don Kavanagh
Gwynne Lennon
House Tour Committee: Leslie Guerci, Tina Marchese, Sheila Wenger, Robin Maynard, Alison Frankel, 
Beth Fedirko, Gwynne Lennon, Ann Fischer, Eileen Kennedy


